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NEWSLETTER

WHATS HAPPENING IN SCIENCE

We have had a busy start to Term 4 in the Science Room. All students are engaging in
their last topic of the year, Biological Sciences. The lower primary students are
exploring the basic needs of living things, characteristics of living things and the
difference between living and non-living. To help with their understanding we have
introduced two new members to our classroom, hermit crabs. These new additions
are a great way for students to understand what living things need to survive as they
will be responsible for creating and cleaning their habitat and feeding them.
The upper primary students are exploring life cycles of living things, how adaptations
help living things survive in their environment and how growth and survival of living
things are affected by physical conditions of their environment. The students have
been immersed in Virtual Reality experiences where they have been placed in animal
habitats. This has been a successful experience as the students have been able to
gain understanding of different animals living conditions and draw conclusions on
why animals have certain adaptations.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents/Carers

What an absolutely outstanding and incredible performance was staged by our Year 6
students last week. Watch out Fringe – here we come! I am so proud of our students
and so thankful to Lisa and Kellie for the many, many hours of script and song writing,
rehearsals and then more rehearsals and of course all the liaising with other staff,
parents and venues to make this all happen. Thank you also to Sarah Mitanoski for the
many hours she spent with Lisa cutting music and helping to put the audio together.
There were also the many parents who rallied behind the Year 6 teachers to ensure costumes, ticket sales etc were
all organised. Once again, the Dalkeith staff, students and community have come together in true Dalkeith spirit
and made something amazing happen. Congratulations and well done everyone! Love your work! The year 6’s then
had a very well deserved break on the Leeuwin this week. The weather was incredible and the sailing superb. Good
for you Year 6’s!
As we head into week 5 (can you believe we are here already?), the staff at DPS have been engaging in operational
planning in Literacy and Numeracy for 2021. We spent time earlier in the term analysing our student performance
data in readiness for forward planning. With no NAPLAN to interrogate this year, we have used our standardized
PAT testing and other assessments to make judgements about student progress this year. Our results show some
outstanding achievements across all year levels. I will send out a more detailed report to the community later on in
the year. Our focus on Writing has also really reaped amazing rewards and these are evident in this year’s entries in
the Dalkeith Young Writer’s competition. The panel had a difficult time selecting overall winners as the quality of the
children’s writing was outstanding. Thank you to Lynn Bright and the Literacy Committee for their commitment to
excellence.
I wish the year 5 students a wonderful time next week when they head off to Rottnest. I know there are some
amazing activities planned. I don’t think there is a minute that is not filled with some sort of swimming, running,
biking, kayaking or orienteering type of fun.
I am really excited to announce that this school holidays, Dalkeith Primary School will be hosting Lozswim. Lozswim
is a swim school that will offer classes to children of all ages from preschool age children all the way up to survival
and rescue lessons. Lozswim will continue to be offered after school in term 1 2021. There will be a short open day
on Saturday 28th November from 12:30-2:30pm so you can register for vacation classes and find out more. Please
come along and join in the fun. There will be inflatable games, free swim assessments and prizes. There is a poster
in this newsletter that provides all the details. I look forward to seeing you there!
Have a wonderful, relaxing weekend.
Suzanne Pekin
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Henry Bath
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Felix Walsh
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Madeleine Rees
Oliver Tafti

Room 13

Marcus Heally

Room 6

Eamon Ho

KINDY NEWS
Last week, Kindy Red and Kindy Blue visited the 'big school' in preparation for Pre-primary next year. We all met on
the PP verandah, before setting off on a walking tour of all of the special places that we will go to play and learn. We
walked along the beautiful, wooden verandahs making sure we were quiet and respectful of all of the children
learning in their classrooms. We visited Mrs Pekin in her office to say hello and were so lucky to be given a 'golden
ticket' (shiny golden sticker), which was our ticket to PP! Mrs Bright, Mrs Paki and Mrs Zapelli welcomed us to the
front office with their big smiles!
We visited the library to meet Mrs Zupp and see the amazing selection of books that we will be able to choose from
next year. Many of us admired the Curious Creatures artwork that was on display for Book Week. Wandering past
the music and art rooms, we were excited to talk about the fun that we will have there next year! Some of us ran
into our big brothers and sisters and pointed out the classrooms that we knew.
The best part of the morning was exploring the PP playground where the boat and climbing frame were clear
favourites! We cannot wait to visit PP again in week 5 and to explore what the PP classrooms have to offer. Not long
to go now, but for a little while longer, we are all happy to stay in Kindy and enjoy our friendships and lovely
community.

Year 1 GATEWAYS Program
A group of selected Year 1 students have been lucky enough to take part in an engaging online learning
program 'Magnificent Magnets'. They worked with like minded students across Australia to solve puzzles
and embark on creative journeys about magnets. Year 1 students Chema, Cara, Mark, Harvey, Jack and
Hannah thoroughly enjoyed learning about magnets!

MUSIC NEWS
Instrumental Tuition Student Selection for 2021
As many children and parents are getting excited about who will be offered instrumental lessons next year, I
thought it best to let you know the process that is undertaken for selection.
Over the past few weeks, a Music Aptitude Test was administered to all children in Years 2 to 4, to determine their
suitability for learning an instrument at Dalkeith Primary School in 2021. This test is requested from IMSS
(Instrumental Music School Services) which provides instrumental music tuition to children at our school. This is a
wonderful opportunity as students are given weekly lessons in small groups by a qualified teacher. There is no
charge for the tuition, which is conservatively valued at $1500 per annum.
The new instrumental tuition places offered to Dalkeith Primary School for 2021 are:
Year 3 - Violin (8 places)
Year 4 - Cello (3 places)
Year 5 - Brass (5 places), Flute (5 places) & Double Bass (2 places)
NB: Viola will not be offered for Year 3 in 2021 as we have reached the quota for Viola students in our catchment for
2021. It may change for 2022.
Children in Years 3,4 & 5 currently learning Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass, Flute and Brass will continue their
lessons in 2021.
Letters for “Expression of Interest” will be sent out this week to selected parents advising that their child has scored
high in the music aptitude test and has been shortlisted for learning an instrument. With the return of the interest
and commitment from parents and their child, combined with the confirmation of suitability from the classroom
teacher and myself, the instrumental teacher will then view the student for their physical suitability for playing the
instrument offered.
When all of the above is complete, then a formal “Offer of Instrumental Tuition” letter will be sent to parents, which
they then will confirm.
A Parent Information Evening from IMSS is offered on Monday Nov 30, 2020 at Shenton College. There is an
alternative night at another school.
The new instrumental students for 2021 will be announced in the next newsletter when selection is complete. I
appreciate your patience in the selection process and I look forward to meeting the new instrumental students for
2021!
Thank you
Christine Morrison
Music Specialist.

YEAR 6 PRODUCTION
2020, what a year! As a tribute to the experiences of the Dalkeith community during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
year six students at Dalkeith Primary School undertook the mammoth task of summarising their incredible year
through the Performing Arts. The talented year six students took their audience on a flight through the 2020 school
year with a singing extravaganza. Interwoven amongst a witty and compelling script, their 34 song musical told the
story of a group of students who suddenly had their final year of primary school disrupted by a worldwide
pandemic. The cast of 41 took on the roles of students, teachers and parents, all seated on an aeroplane as they
flew through the year. With two pilots and a principal on board, they had a compelling and hilarious story to tell. It
was a trip down memory lane with toilet paper rationing, food hoarding, PPE, deciding who was essential and who
was not, camps being cancelled, the struggles of online learning, and then finally the joys of returning to face to face
teaching again before a jam packed journey through to graduation. Audience members laughed and cried their way
through 3 shows at the Caroline Payne Theatre, including a daytime matinee attended by students from years one
to five. Written, choreographed and directed by their teachers Lisa Iannello and Kellie Prosser, it was no mean feat
to bring this journey to life with the entire cast on stage for the duration of the performance. With 41 students, zero
budget and a very short time frame, it was truely an incredible experience for all. The students are still singing the
songs and reliving moments, and the community continues to rave about how professional and entertaining the
production was. It has been a primary school highlight for the tightly bonded Dalkeith Leavers, and one they will
remember for many years to come.

LOST PROPERTY
Spotto!!
Do you recognise anything in this
photo? These items have been sitting in the
lost property box for some time. If you recognise
anything please call in to the office to collect.
Items not collected by the end of next week
will be donated to charity.

We have lots of school items in our lost
property box
PLEASE
COME AND COLLECT

WASTE FREE WEDNESDAY
Congratulations DPS, there has been a steady
improvement in our Waste Free Wednesday
lunches.
The winners this week were:
Mrs Jackson's Year 4 class.
Keep up the great effort!

SAVE THE DATE
Celebrating Success Instrumental Concert
Performance night for Instrumental Music Students
Thursday November 26th at 6pm at school.
More info will be provided closer to the date.

SCHOOL KISS AND DROP
A few reminders for your child's safety and smooth pick up:
1. Keep moving as far forward as you can go.
2. Do not get out of your vehicle.
3. Children are not to get into vehicle beyond "the tree".
4. Please do not stop and chat to pedestrians from your vehicle
when you are in the kiss and drop zone.

LIBRARY NEWS
Log-in to
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
No cash payments or paper
orders please.
Please use LOOP on the above
scholastic website.
Any orders placed after the
closing date and time will be
charged $4.99 for home delivery..

KINDY P&C FUNDRAISING EVENT
The Kindy P&C are having a fundraising event at Little Leisure in Claremont Quarter tonight. It is a shopping event
with discounts offered to DPS community members. A percentage of the proceeds go to our Kindy to purchase
resources/play equipment. If anyone needs to get a head start on their Christmas shopping this could be a good
opportunity. We would love to see you there to support our Kindy.

Kids as Consumers
By Professor Matt Sanders
It could be anything from breakfast cereal at the supermarket to an
expensive new video game. Chances are though, your child has a very clear
idea of what he or she wants you to buy.
It’s hardly surprising when you consider children watching two hours of
television a day will be bombarded with around 10,000 advertising
messages every year.
So, with children being groomed to consume from a very young age, some
parents may feel powerless when the pestering starts. But there are ways
to help children express their wants – which is natural and not necessarily
negative – yet prepare them for the disappointment of not always getting
everything they want.
First, you should help your child understand why you will or won’t buy
something. Rather than telling your son he can’t have something, “because
I say so”, you could explain why the product isn’t suitable. Is it offensive or
too expensive? Perhaps the child can have the item when they reach a
certain age. Explain once and don’t let your child interrogate you.
You can also help your children become better informed consumers by
teaching them the value of money. Give them a set amount of pocket
money to spend as they like. Even six year olds soon learn they can’t buy
anything once the piggy bank is empty.
And finally, remember you’re a role model. Think about what you say and
do in front of your kids. If you constantly discuss other people’s worth or
success in terms of how much they earn, how much they have or what
they’ve bought, your child is going to accept those values as important.
Professor Matt Sanders is founder of the Triple P – Positive Parenting
Program®. For more information go to www.triplep-parenting.net

