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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN JAPANESE

七⼣

たなばた

tanabata

One of the most important and most celebrated events in summer in Japan is
tanabata, a festival which has its origins in a Chinese festival but which came
to Japan 1300 years ago.
It is based on a legend involving two stars in the Milky Way – Orihime (Vega)
and Hikoboshi (Altair). Orihime was the daughter of the god of the heavens. It
was her job to weave the silk for the clothes of the gods. She was kept so
busy that she had no time for love, and her father decided to find her a
suitable husband. He settled on a hard-working cowherd named Hikoboshi.
The two fell in love at first sight and were married. They were so enraptured
with each other and began to neglect their duties. Orihime stopped working
and Hikoboshi’s cows were so thin that they fell ill. Orihime’s father was sop
angry that he forbade the two from meeting and banished them to either side
of the Amanogawa (Milky Way). However, seeing how sad his daughter was,
he relented a little and allowed them to meet once a year on the seventh day
of the seventh month.
During tanabata bamboo ornaments are everywhere. Bamboo is a symbol of
vitality.because it has very strong roots, grows very fast and it is believed that
the hollow interiors allow gods to live inside. During tanabata people write
their wishes on paper and hang them in branches of bamboo. As it is a midsummer festival you will also see symbols of productivity: nets (for good
fishing), purses (wealth) origami people and stars. Boys make wishes for neat
handwriting and girls wish to be able to sew. They all bring colour and
lightness to this festival.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers
Term 3 is upon us and I am very pleased to say that the students have had come back full of excitement
and energy. It has been a bit of a strange start to the term with people leaving and new people in place.
I appreciate your patience and understanding that sometimes schools undergo great changes all at
once! It is a bit sad that a few wonderful staff members have moved onto other jobs, however in the
true Dalkeithian spirit, we keep moving forward with all the energy and passion that we have always had!
If you happened to see Miss Sanders around the school last week and this week, that is because she is
doing a bit of relief work for us before she starts her new position. Our new teachers are absolutely
amazing and have hit the ground running. I thank them most sincerely for the way they have settled in
seamlessly to DPS.
Unfortunately, the state of WA has been unable to move forward from phase 4 COVID19 restrictions this
term. The same rules apply of drop off/pick up and leave as quickly as possible which of course means
no play before or after school; and classroom visits by appointment and/or prior arrangement only. I
understand how frustrating this is for everyone, but on the bright side, WA is in a very good position
right now and this is something we want to maintain.
Based on the latest health advice, phase 5 of the WA COVID19 roadmap due to be implemented on
Saturday 1st August, has been delayed. The new tentative date for Phase 5 will now be Saturday 15th
August. A final decision on whether Phase 5 can proceed on this date will be decided in the coming
weeks. Let’s hope things settle down in Victoria and NSW and don’t eventually have too much impact on
our beautiful state.
It is also timely for me to remind parents about definitely not sending your child to school if they are
unwell. By the time your child’s teacher has picked up that your child is unwell, they have been in
contact with many others. It is best if they stay at home, rest up and recover fully before returning to
school. I would really appreciate your cooperation with this.
On a much more festive note, tomorrow night is Christmas in July night hosted by our fabulous P&C.
This is a wonderful opportunity for the community to come together after such a long time and really
have some fun together. All the funds raised will go directly to school resources for your children.
We are very excited to be hosting a face to face assembly this Friday for the first time since term 1!
Rooms 5 and 7 will be presenting items, and we will be awarding Student Councilor and Digital Leader’s
badges. We have also invited Mrs. McCormick to attend so we can farewell her (sadly) and formally in
front of the whole school. We would love to see you there! Also don’t forget that the coffee van will be
at school from 8am on Friday. I am really looking forward to seeing you there for a coffee!
Have a wonderful weekend!
Suzanne Pekin

KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Term 3 in Kindy has been a happy return for the children to familiar surroundings, routines and friends.
Parents are welcome to help this Term and share a few hours on duty observing your children learning
through play.
We also welcome any skills you wish to share with the group. Kindy Red were entertained by a parent
playing the violin. It was great to sing familiar tunes and be accompanied by a violin.
This Term we are learning about Community Helpers. We have our own Kindy hospital set up and are
looking forward to the AWHC hospital incursion next week.
Thank you for your support of our recent Westbooks Book Fair.
Kindy has some wonderful new titles from parent donations. We hope you enjoy reading your purchases
to your children.

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY

Student Wellbeing Hub
Parent Wellbeing
Creating Resiliant Kids Together
Parent Tip Sheet - Disagreements

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK
National Science Week is the 15th of August to the 23rd of August and Dalkeith Primary are having
a competition and there will be some cool prizes!! This year the theme is ‘Deep Blue: Innovation
for the future of our oceans. Entries are grouped in year levels as outlined in the attached
competition poster. Students are to complete their entry at home and hand it in to their
classroom teacher in the box provided by Thursday 13th August. If you have any expertise in the
area of marine biology or oceans, we would love you to help us judge the winners. Judging will
take place at DPS on Friday 14th August and the winners will be displayed in the Library during
Science week.
Please contact Taylor Spalding (specialist science teacher) at taylor.spalding@education.wa.edu.au
if you are interested.

SCHOOL KISS AND DROP
A few reminders for your child's safety and smooth pick up:
1. Keep moving as far forward as you can go.
2. Do not get out of your vehicle.
3. Children are not to get into vehicle beyond "the tree".
4. Please do not stop and chat to pedestrians from your vehicle
when you are in the kiss and drop zone.

UNIFORM SHOP
UNIFORM SHOP IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, however any
urgent orders can still be made by completing the order form and
emailing to dalkeith.ps@education.wa.edu.au no later than 4pm
each Tuesday. Once your order is filled it will be sent home with
your child the following day.

Log-in to
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

LIBRARY NEWS

No cash payments or paper
orders please.
Please use LOOP on the above
scholastic website.
Any orders placed after the
closing date and time will be
charged $4.99 for home delivery..

10 August 2020
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P&C FUNDRAISING

The school community is coming into full swing for the first time since the Swimming Carnival - and what a
great pool it is! To help us to fulfill our commitment to the pool without it affecting the education budget of
the school we are asking for voluntary donations to the building fund. These are tax deductible and we
only need to raise an average of $80 per student.
For those who are able, please donate some of the money you've saved on baby sitters, trips to Europe,
trips down south or even just on bus fares that you would have spent catching the Number 23 to the city.
Donations can be made either by direct deposit into Dalkeith Building Fund Account or by cash payment at
the front office. Thank you
ACCOUNT NAME: Dalkeith Building Fund
BSB: 066-040
ACC: 19904920

THANK YOU FROM BALI
Because You Care! Our Children Have Food – Thank you D.P.S!!
A huge thank you to the many Dalkeith Primary families and staff who contributed funds to help the poor
families in our sister school community. You may recall the heart wrenching plea for food as children were
crying themselves to sleep as they were hungry. Their hunger was due to their parents being unable to
work due to the virus lockdown of their village. We together raised a total of $2,222.70. They loved your
messages and cards.
Their school is still closed, however our Bali sister school English teacher Dwi, who we employ,
volunteered her time along with her husband the principal and other school staff members. They
purchased food staples and distributed them to 54 school families in their village. They were humbled and
very appreciative of your generosity . Thank you all!!
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SEAN NORMAN
Elected Year Captain at Perth Modern School

