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NEWSLETTER

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YEAR 1
This term the Year 1 students have been spending lots of time working
with their big buddies. Following a set criteria, they planned, designed
and constructed cardboard houses. They had to make sure their
house was two stories tall, used a variety of joins and was made from
recycled materials. They created some amazing pieces of work, but the
best part was the time spent with their Year 6 friends.
For our Digital Technologies project this term the Year 1 students had
to create a map for their Beebot character to travel through. They
then had to code their Beebot to correctly navigate the obstacles on
their map. This project helped the students develop their future skills
of co-operation, communication and problem solving.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers
The last week of term 2 is here and what a crazy term it has been. I want to thank everyone for
their cooperation and support during the changes and disruption to our school routines.
And so what a term it has been, and while the cat’s away ….
I farewell with sadness, our beautiful and talented Mrs McCormick. Sarah has been a
substantive Deputy Principal at Dalkeith for 7 years and during that time she has led the
implementation of STEM and digital technologies across the school and also has been a ‘go to’
expert for many other schools, not only in the metro area but surrounding regions. Sarah’s
vision and expertise has made Dalkeith Primary School a lighthouse school – not only in the
mindful and futuristic thinking around she applied to the use of technology, but also her vision
and drive with our flexible classrooms. We are all going to miss this most lovely addition to our
staff very much. I wish her all the very best in her new position as Deputy Principal at
Woodlands Primary School. Sarah will be with us for one-two weeks next term before she
commences her new position.
It is also with much sadness that I farewell Brylie Sanders this term. Brylie has been an
outstanding teacher in all the year levels she has taught at DPS. She moved seamlessly from
upper primary to Pre-Primary, which shows how talented and flexible she is in her teaching
ability. Brylie has also been instrumental in implementing our wellbeing focus and has also
coached other teachers in the successful use of iPads. Brylie has been successful in gaining a
position at Perth Children’s Hospital School, which is something she is truly passionate about. I
wish her all the very best in her new position.
Lynne Holliday has worked as a Special Needs Education Assistant at DPS for 11 years and has
decided to retire this term. She is taking herself off to the Blue Mountains for a well deserved
different pace of life. Lynne has completely dedicated herself to the care and development of
the students in her care. She is a true professional who over the years has showed a deal of
care and love for our students. I wish her a wonderful retirement and I thank her sincerely for
her dedication to DPS.
Brooke O’Connor is also leaving us this term, but will be back!!! Brooke is also going to be
missed so much. Her absolute commitment and dedication to our Music and Science programs,
not to mention her wealth of talent has been such an asset to our school. I wish her and Rory
all the very best for the arrival of their little family addition.
I am very pleased to welcome Christine Morrison who is also a talented musician and teacher.
Chris will take Brooke’s place for the rest of this year.
I am writing to you this week from Cape Leveque where I am recouping some of the lost leave I
planned this year. What a week to decide to go away!! I want to sincerely thank my awesome
front office and admin team who have kept the school running smoothly this week in my
absence. I have attached a photo of the most beautiful sunsets up here – which I must say have
kept me calm and sane during this week of departing friends and colleagues.
Have a wonderful, safe and relaxing break – I am looking forward to seeing you all next term.
Suzanne Pekin

A MESSAGE FROM MRS MCCORMICK
Just a quick message to let you know that next term I will be moving to
Woodlands Primary School. It was a huge decision for me and my family as I
really do see Dalkeith Primary School as home after seven years. The
community at Dalkeith is one of the most warm, welcoming and unique that I
have ever worked in. It was time for a change and I wanted to make that
change before my kids started full time school.
Thanks to all of the students at DPS for providing some of the best teaching
memories of my career. Teaching you all has been an absolute privilege and I
will miss you so much. I really do believe that you will ‘shape our future’ and I
am honoured to have played a tiny part in that. Keep reaching for the stars!
Thank you to all the parents who have welcomed, inspired and challenged me.
What you all create together at DPS is like no other. I saw that as a parent
myself this year! The Kindy Red parents in my son, Zeke’s, class were some of
the most supportive and warm people I have had the privilege to be around
as a mother and professional. Thank you lovely people! Woodlands PS has a
lot to live up to! Thanks to Mrs Tiley and Mrs Wright for everything you did for
Zeke also!

Finally I wanted to thank the admin team and staff. Working with you all has been the most rewarding, special
and fulfilling part of my job as Deputy Principal. From sawing wood, drilling screws and designing spinning and
well-lit circuits in STEM to enduring a pandemic and moving to online learning and back again, we truly have
covered so much ground. Thank you for your commitment to excellence every day. You are all so special and I
will miss you, the laughs and the comradery so very much. I know I have many life long friends amongst you. I
look forward to coming back and visiting one day soon. Stay safe and well.
Goodbye for now, Mrs McCormick xo

JUNE READING CHALLENGE CERTIFICATES
PP 1

Maedhbh O
Hugo A

PP 2

Room 7

India C
Louis C

Room 8

Georgia R
Annabelle B

Room 1

Evie M
Jeremy L

Room10

Oscar G
Zara F

Room 2

Hannah C
Jessica P

Room 11

Isaac P
Valarie V

Room 3

Miranda W
Adya P

Room 12

Isobel T
Aidan B

Room 5

Gabrielle O
Anthea P

Room 13

Room 6

Sophie T
Everyone Rm 6

er

SEMESTER ONE REPORTS
Dear Parents/Carers
I want to thank you again for your support throughout what has been a very unusual school semester. The
COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our entire community and has presented us with extraordinary challenges in
managing schooling during the first half of 2020. I am pleased that together, we have been able to make the
best of this situation and ensure your child’s safety and continuity of learning.
With the regular attendance of many students being lower over this time, the breadth and depth of the
curriculum covered throughout Semester 1 has been reduced. For this reason, schools are not required to
include A to E grades on this year’s Semester 1 student reports, however at Dalkeith Primary School we have
made the decision to include a grade for all subjects taught. This grade will indicate your child’s progress in a
subject area and will be based on the specific concepts covered. Please note - it not an achievement grade.
To clarify, if your child receives a C in English, this means they are progressing at expected level in this
subject area based on the content the teacher was able to teach and assess this semester.
Your child’s attendance will not be reported, and the only written comment will be the general comment
regarding their overall progress this semester.
Schooling is once again returning to normal and our students are engaging in the regular curriculum, in their
usual classroom environment. Semester 2 reports will provide the usual, more detailed information on your
child’s progress and achievement. Please be aware that your child’s grade in semester two could differ from
the semester one report because it will be based upon a lot more content and it will be reporting an attained
level of achievement.
Thank you for your continued support and encouragement as we work together to provide the best learning
opportunities for our students. I will keep you updated with any new information.
Kind regards

Suzanne Pekin
Principal
Dalkeith Primary School

KINDERGARTEN NEWS
Last Friday, our Kindy students were presented with a range of Fairy Tale STEM challenges. There was
something to suit everyone! Some students chose to design and build a castle with the blocks for the giant
from Jack and the Beanstalk to live in. It was complete with padlocks, traps, latches and alarm systems.
Others trialled using boxes to build a bridge for the Three Billy Goats Gruff to cross over. They studied
photographs of real bridges, examined the shapes commonly seen and then attempted to use different
materials and tools to join the bridges together.
Our challenge to build a beanstalk taller than yourself was met with much excitement! Some of the students
used play dough to create Gingerbread Men and through investigation and experimentation, realised that
the smaller they made their gingerbread men, the more they could make! We engaged in sensory play with
oats and different sized eating utensils to feed Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Finally, we designed and
created gingerbread boys and girls using different collage materials.
As the students explored and investigated, they worked together and communicated with one another solve
any problems that arose. Then they discussed how they could improve their creations. All in a days play at
Dalkeith Kindy!

SPORTS NEWS
CROSS COUNTRY 2020
Thanks to the ever changing Covid-19 restrictions we were able to compete in and complete both the school
cross country at school and the interschool cross country at Jolimont Primary School over the last fortnight.
With limited preparation, all the children from year 6 completed 3 laps (year 3 and 4) and 4 laps of the
perimeter of the school grounds. Well done to all the children who competed and special congratulations
must go to the following ribbon winners:
CONGRATULATIONS
Year 3 girls Year 3 boys Year 4 girls Year 4 boys Year 5 girls Year 5 boys Year 6 girls Year 6 boys -

1st Loxley S, 2nd Sophie T,
1st Jai R,
2nd Louis C,
1st Chelsea R, 2nd Sara B,
1st Julius R,
2nd Andrew B,
1st Skye M,
2nd Taya L,
1st Mats B,
2nd Justin S,
1st Rose F,
2nd Kayla B,
1st Xabi L,
2nd Ethan B,

3rd Abigail C,
3rd Sam M,
3rd Sophia C
3rd James P,
3rd Zara F,
3rd Sasha S,
3rd Felicia R,
3rd Obi R,

4th Ronika K
4th Rafael P
4th Tiana T
4th Reuben W
4th Lily P
4th Joseph E
4th Scarlett T
4th John B

Last Friday we took 40 students (5 boys and 5 girls from each year level) to Jolimont PS and through their
strong efforts in all divisions we were able to collect the shield as the winning school. Particular mention must
go to the year 6 girls (which happened to be the last race) and who ensured our victory with 3 girls finishing
in the top 5. Special mention must go to Jai R, Skye M and Rose F who won their particular races and to Kayla
B (2nd), Taya L (3rd), Xabi L (3rd) and Sara B (4th) for all collecting places on the day. Here are the final
scores: Dalkeith - 121 Mos Park - 100 Jolimont - 83 Cottesloe - 79 Hollywood - 50 Mt Claremont - 48
DALKEITH PS CROSS COUNTRY

INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

P&C FUNDRAISING - SAVE THE DATE!
The first P&C event post COVID is coming up on Friday 31st July!
This is a great opportunity for parents to re-connect with the community after our time
away from the school, and for any new families to get to know others and the P&C!
Book your babysitters now, and we look forward to seeing you all on the 31st!

The school community is coming into full swing for the first time since the Swimming Carnival - and what a
great pool it is! To help us to fulfill our commitment to the pool without it affecting the education budget of
the school we are asking for voluntary donations to the building fund. These are tax deductible and we only
need to raise an average of $80 per student.
For those who are able, please donate some of the money you've saved on baby sitters, trips to Europe, trips
down south or even just on bus fares that you would have spent catching the Number 23 to the city.
Donations can be made either by direct deposit into Dalkeith Building Fund Account or by cash payment at
the front office. Thank you
ACCOUNT NAME: Dalkeith Building Fund
BSB: 066-040
ACC: 19904920

UNIFORM SHOP
UNIFORM SHOP IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, however any
urgent orders can still be made by completing the order form and
emailing to dalkeith.ps@education.wa.edu.au no later than 4pm
each Tuesday. Once your order is filled it will be sent home with
your child the following day.

WELLBEING
Student Wellbeing Hub

Parent Traps
By Professor Matt Sanders

Parent Wellbeing

It’s tough being a parent but it’s easy to fall into one of the common
parenting traps.

Creating Resiliant Kids Together

The criticism trap is when there are frequent power struggles with
your child. The situations escalate from criticising to threatening and
yelling. This type of discipline often backfires. The parent’s anger
makes the child and parent resentful and hostile. If these kinds of
battles take place frequently, its time to try a new way of handling
the situation.

Parent Tip Sheet - Disagreements

The “leave them alone” trap involves the parent simply not
acknowledging their child when they are behaving well. If good
behaviour is taken for granted it may be replaced with the
misbehaviour that receives more attention. A basic principle of
positive parenting is to praise behaviours you would like to see more
often.
The “for the sake of the children” trap occurs when parents in
unhappy marriages stick doggedly to the same marriage routines,
for the sake of the children, rather than addressing the problems
constructively.
The perfect parent trap. There is no such thing as a perfect parent
and trying to be one will only lead to disappointment, resentment,
guilt, and feelings of inadequacy.
The martyr trap is one where parents become so over-involved in
the task of parenting they neglect their own needs. The parents’
relationship suffers and may end in feelings of dissatisfaction and
resentment. Quality parenting can only happen when adults have
their own lives in balance.
Professor Matt Sanders is founder of the Triple P – Positive
Parenting Program. For more information go to www.triplepparenting.net

SCHOOL KISS AND DROP
A few reminders for your child's safety and smooth pick up:
1. Keep moving as far forward as you can go.
2. Do not get out of your vehicle.
3. Children are not to get into vehicle beyond "the tree".
4. Please do not stop and chat to pedestrians from your vehicle
when you are in the kiss and drop zone.

LOST PROPERTY
Please be aware that any lost property not labelled will be
donated to the uniform shop for re-sale if not collect by Friday
afternoon.
Thank you

A Message from your School Captains
Starting next week, we are trialling a new system to help
keep all our bikes safe and stored neatly! Each day the
Student Councillors will check to see if bikes are parked in a
rack, have a bike chains on them and also that helmets are
hung neatly on your bike somewhere.
Please clearly mark your bike somehow with some sort of
‘tag’ that shows us which House you are in. Every bike that
is ‘doing the right thing’ will earn points for their House.
Ideas for ‘tags’ include coloured spoke decorations, rubber
bands on handle bars, plastic handle bar ribbons, ribbon or
tape around the frame etc. We don’t mind so long as it is
very clear which House you are in and your tags don’t
compromise your safety when riding.
Also from now on can Years 1, 2 and 3 students please park
your bikes in front of the Art room and Years 4, 5 and 6
please use the racks at the rear of the Library. PP students
can continue to park their bikes near the PP buildings.
Thank you Jess McCarthy and Xabi Lendich

LIBRARY NEWS
This Week in the Library - As part of the June Reading Challenge, Room 2 had fun searching for books that
use a coloured word in the title and also a book that has a question in the title. They were all very
successful. Well done.

Log-in to
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP
No cash payments or paper orders please.
Please use LOOP on the above scholastic website.
Any orders placed after the closing date and time
will be charged $4.99 for home delivery..
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