4 JUNE 2020

NEWSLETTER

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN
PRE-PRIMARY
In Pre-primary, our literacy text focus has been Possum Magic by Mem
Fox. We have enjoyed many activities including craft, learning about
other Australian animals, presenting news on our favourite Australian
animal, researching non-fiction texts and writing facts about possums.
Here are some pictures of our amazing work!

QUICK LINKS
Kindergarten
Enrolments now open

Wellbeing Week 5

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you like our updated newsletter format with a class being represented
on the very first page! We would love to hear your thoughts on how we can
make our newsletter even better and appealing to our audience.
I am so looking forward to seeing many of you at school and inside the fence
on Monday! It is great that restrictions are slowly but surely lifting and we can
start resuming life as a dynamic Dalkeith community. I asked Emily Davasher
(thanks Em!) to organize a coffee van for Monday morning, so gates are open
early on this day only for you to come and mingle and re-connect with each
other. I think there might be some other goodies on sale from the van so
bring some $$’s with you. Some of the proceeds go towards the school.
I sent an email to all parents yesterday with a flyer attached outlining some of the positive things that
sprung from COVID restrictions that we would like to continue. Please take time to have a read. I have
also included it in this newsletter today. We have been super impressed with your very mature and
independent children and we really feel it is important to keep those qualities going strong. We are
going to kindly ask you to take a step back and let them continue to build their independence. As our
partners in your child’s education, we need your support and assistance to maintain the great learning
and engagement we have seen over the past few months.
We will be slowly introducing things back into our school life but for the rest of this term the Department
of Education are mapping this out for us. There will be no sports carnivals, incursions or excursions or
assemblies for the rest of this term. We will be holding an in-school cross country run at the end of this
term. There is more information regarding this in this newsletter. I have also negotiated with Shawn
Redhage to recommence his basketball clinic as of the 12th June, but with certain things in place such as
no more than 20 people and only registered students allowed on site early. Shawn will send out
information about this shortly.
The playgrounds will remain closed after school for the rest of this term to allow for cleaning and to
reduce the number of people on the grounds. The magic number is 20 and therefore it would be very
difficult to control that after school hours. I appreciate your understanding and cooperation with this
particular matter.
We had a school development day on Friday and I was so pleased and proud of the way our staff
involved themselves in some very deep and meaningful discussions about all things educational. They
also debriefed (for the first time) about their feelings in relation to the COVID crisis and the switch to
online learning and then back again. This was a powerful and enlightening session that allowed staff to
talk freely and openly about how they felt and how they coped with all that. I want to once again
acknowledge their hard work, dedication and commitment to our students.
Have a wonderful weekend and see you on Monday!
Suzanne Pekin
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THIS FORTNIGHT IN BRIEF
This week from the desk…
We had our School Development Day on Friday with the staff and it was a fun and rewarding day with
a focus on action research, best practise in Mathematics and catering for students with dyslexia. We
also had a debrief on the impact that the worldwide pandemic has had on our community. Teachers
brainstormed some of the good that came out of this worldwide event. This included: professional
growth in ICT, collaboration with work colleagues, student’s appreciation of the Dalkeith school
community and an increase in student independence. The Wellbeing Committee hosted Australia’s
Biggest Morning Tea that day and $265 was raised for the Cancer Council of Australia. We are looking
to welcoming our parents back on Monday.
Seeya then, Nic, Lynn and Sarah.
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS
The Kindy children have been working very hard to build up strength in the little muscles in their hands. They
have learnt and continue to practise all of the pre-writing patterns that are used to write the letters of the
alphabet.
'Sideways sideways, left to right',
'tall line going down down top to bottom',
'zig zag line going up and down, up and down',
'up and over',
'down and under',
'backwards circle' and 'forwards circle'.
This term they have started tracing their names each morning when they arrive at Kindy. They focus on holding
their pencil correctly and starting each letter in the right spot. Some of the Kindy children are ready to start
copying their name from their name card and others can write their name all by themselves. WOW! They're all
so clever and have been working very hard on this. Kindy children you should feel very proud of yourselves
because we're very proud of you!

Celeste

KINDERGARTEN NEWS

P & C NEWS
Welcome back to the Dalkeith PS community! The new P&C Exec are super excited to be on board ready
for things to really take off as we are welcomed back onto school grounds.
We come into a P&C that is set up for success after all of the great work and events that Sharon Marron
and her team did such a briliant job with over the last couple of years. They ignited the spark of
community spirit with events like the Quiz Night, School Picnics, THE ELECTION!, Mothers' Day, Fathers'
Day and the Bald Archies, while supporting the school with Curriculum Items, Technology and Mini-lit. The
books are tickety-boo and there are exciting plans on the horizon.
We welcome back some awesome team players too, like: Kirsten Yoong, Emily Davasher, Libby Johnson
and Mark Etherton-Beer.
With all of the uncertainty, we don't know exactly what we'll be doing this year but we'll be doing our best
to support you and The Colour Run is certainly very close to the top of the list of things we must do. Our
first IRL meeting for the P&C will occur in Week 8, 18th June and an online option will be available.
Your new P&C Exec are:
Secretary President Vice President Treasurer Grounds Co-ordinator Kindy Rep Lunch Orders Uniform Shop Newsletter Director -

Janelle O'Hare
Anthony Robinson
Mark Etherton-Beer
Shane Anderson
Dave Edwards
Libby Johnson
Kirsten Yoong
Emily Davasher
TBC

Fundraising Co-ordinator - We are aiming to have a fundraising sub-committee this year, and we
really need to know if anyone is happy to be involved? The way it has worked in the past is that one or
two people will take charge of each event, with the support of a group of helpers. If you are happy to
take a lead on a single event (which have not all been planned as yet), please let Anthony know, or just
join our whatsapp group of helpers when the time comes.

P&C FUNDRAISING DRIVE
The school community is coming into full swing for the first time since the Swimming Carnival - and what a
great pool it is! To help us to fulfill our commitment to the pool without it affecting the education budget
of the school we are asking for voluntary donations to the building fund by June 30. These are tax
deductible and we only need to raise an average of $80 per student.
For those who are able, please donate some of the money you've saved on baby sitters, trips to Europe,
trips down south or even just on bus fares that you would have spent catching the Number 23 to the city.
Donations can be made either by direct deposit into Dalkeith Building Fund Account or by cash payment
at the front office.
ACCOUNT NAME: Dalkeith Building Fund
BSB: 066-040
ACC: 19904920

SPORTS NEWS
DPS CROSS COUNTRY

This term we will be holding an in-school cross country. The course will be the external footpath surrounding
the school and the students will complete a number of laps of this course to make up the distance. The
details are as follows:
Year 3 and 4: Thursday 2nd July between 1:50 and 3pm. They will complete 3 laps = 1.4km.
Year 5 and 6: Friday 3rd July between 1:50 and 3pm. They will complete 4 laps = 1.8m.
I would really appreciate some parent helpers to station themselves around the course and help with
marshalling on both these dates. If you are available to help out on one or both of these days, can you please
email me les.thompson@education.wa.edu.au and let me know.
Many thanks
Les

Log-in to
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

19 JUNE 2020

No cash payments or paper orders please.
Please use LOOP on the above scholastic website.

SCHOOL KISS AND DROP
A few reminders for your child's safety and smooth pick up:
1. Keep moving as far forward as you can go.
2. Do not get out of your vehicle.
3. Children are not to get into vehicle beyond "the tree".
4. Please do not stop and chat to pedestrians from your vehicle
when you are in the kiss and drop zone.

UNIFORM SHOP
UNIFORM SHOP IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, however any
urgent orders can still be made by completing the order form and
emailing to dalkeith.ps@education.wa.edu.au no later than 4pm
each Tuesday. Once your order is filled it will be sent home with
your child the following day.

WELLBEING
Friendships are important and can have an impact on mental
health and wellbeing.

Student Wellbeing Hub
Parent Wellbeing

For children, making friends is a vital part of growing up. However, it
is not always easy for children to develop the skills required to
make and keep friends. For some children, this may come easily
and for others, they may require some additional support. As
parents/caregivers, there are many different ways to assist children
to learn positive friendship skills.

Creating Resiliant Kids Together

Have a look at the attached tip sheet for further information.

Parent Tip Sheet - Disagreements

Kids Matter Article here
Erin
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