
 

 

Newsletter 

6th May 2020      Message from the Principal 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

I am so very happy to back at Dalkeith!! It was through luck and a series of fortunate circumstances that I was able to 

return as principal of DPS.  Felicity Dear was offered a fantastic opportunity to work in Central Office which she grate-

fully accepted on the proviso from our Regional Office that I could return here in Term 2.  This worked out very well 

for all of us!  I want to sincerely thank Felicity and the Admin team for the amazing job they did to ensure DPS kept 

running smoothly. 

As we move forward with over 80% of our students now back at school and a greatly reduced number of students ac-

cessing remote learning, our focus now is on face to face teaching.  Our teaching and admin staff are to be com-

mended for the amazing connected learning packages they prepared for your children during the last weeks of Term 

1 in preparation for the commencement of Term 2.  Of course in the meantime, things changed with the announce-

ment that parents were able to send their children to school if they so wished.  Given that we have a minority of our 

student population accessing connected learning, most teachers at DPS from next week onwards will send the De-

partment of Education connected learning packages to home learning families directly via email.  The learning pack-

ages available on the Department of Education site are of a very high standard and will provide more than adequate 

learning activities for your child.  In saying that, some teachers had already collaboratively prepared quite a few 

weeks of their own connected learning packages, therefore those teachers will continue to upload those.  As a parent 

with more than one child at home therefore, you might see across classes, some department provided and some 

teacher prepared packages, depending on individual class circumstances.  Both are equally high quality learning 

packages.   

 

We have had a wonderfully smooth start to Term 2. It has been especially pleasing to see just how resilient and inde-

pendent your children are!  Thank you so much for all your cooperation during these very different times.  The teach-

ers are loving that they are able to get straight into lessons and start the day quickly and smoothly.  The school feels 

calm and focused, and learning time is being maximised.  It does make me think that the current drop-off and pick up 

arrangements are developing the valuable skills of independence and resilience in your children.  As a parent and in 

the interests of building independence and capabilities, you may want to consider continuing these arrangements be-

yond COVID19 restrictions.   

I am looking forward to working with you all again this term and please feel free to contact me if you have any queries 

or concerns. 

 

Suzanne Pekin 

Principal 



 

 

Moving forward….. 

  

 

 

We are going to trial keeping the front office and door unavailable for student thoroughfare for 
drop off and pick up until at least the end of Term 2.  Parents will be asked to continue to use 
the entry/exit points set in place for these purposes.  

 

The door facing Circe Circle near Room 10 will also remain locked – this is also to meet 
regulations for children in the care of Camp Australia. 

 

We have noticed that not having students here until 8:30am has been extremely beneficial to 

both students and staff.  This has really alerted us to the way each day is commencing so 

easily at the moment. It has been interesting to see that the later arrival of students really 

minimises that period of time at school before class commences, therefore reducing 

opportunities for issues and creating a smooth start to the day for staff and students.   

It also avoids students having to sit on the verandah until 8:30am, which is our standard 

practice for early arrivals. It would be wonderful to have students continue arriving at this time. 

 

 

A reminder that parents, or school staff on your behalf, are not able to hand out birthday treats 
to students on or around school premises.   

We need to minimise the risk of infection and due to the hand to hand nature of giving out 
treats, this is regarded as a risk.   

 

Wellbeing 

 

We have uploaded wellbeing resources onto the school website from the Institute of Positive 
Education. These resources include mindfulness, quotes, craft and movement activities, sleep 
trackers and reflections. They are great for rainy days and weekends with social distancing.  



 

 

Pool Upgrade 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to all parents and community members who have donated so generously 
over the past few years towards our pool upgrade.   
 
Just to update you  - all work on the pool has been put on hold.  Unfortunately, the planning 
for the uniform shop and new change rooms was disrupted quite significantly during 2019 due 
to a change of architect half way through the project and new managers taking over the 
Programmed side of things.  It has been quite a frustrating time – and just when all our plans 
were approved and ready to go, COVID19 happened.  The actual build has now been delayed 
until the end of this year. 
 
Please bear with us – the pool change rooms and uniform shop will definitely happen and 
thank you once again for your patience and generosity. 

 

Lunch Orders 

 

Dear Students, Parents and Staff, 

It is with great joy that I am able to say school lunches are now available EVERYDAY of the 
week from the school portal! Woo hoo! 

 

There is also a ‘grocery section’ available currently to get some fresh food and grocery items 
for recess and crunch time; so please check that out.  A little bit of organization involved as 
lunches are delivered just before lunchtime around 12:45-1pm .. but you will be able to get 
these items for the next day so that it saves you a trip to the shops after work or having to get 
out of your pjs :)  

 

As always,  

Happy eating and wash your hands :)  



 

 

Dear Teachers, Parents and Students, 

Welcome back to our beautiful school community.  We weren’t expecting this, but haven’t we 
learned to be a resilient group of people? As your School Captains for 2020, we would like to 
take this opportunity to acknowledge the difficulties we have all faced, and to thank everyone in 
the school community for being so strong and cooperative during these unexpected and chal-
lenging times. This crisis has been a rollercoaster for all of us.  

 

Thank you to our amazing teachers for setting up and making online school as easy and interac-
tive as possible. No doubt, adjusting from your usually high energy workplaces to solo teaching 
was difficult (or maybe a relief). We really appreciate your dedication and support in ensuring we 
could maintain our work ethic and knowledge, whether learning from home or from the class. 
Thank you too to all the support staff: education assistants, cleaners, gardeners and administra-
tion for your role in ensuring Dalkeith Primary School has remained such a safe, well-oiled ma-
chine. What you have all done shows true leadership, which is something all students can now 
try model. 

 

We would also like to acknowledge our fellow students and thank them for the way they adjusted 
to the distance and online learning. Being away from our  friends and teachers was so very hard. 
The seamless way the students settled into the different workspace and environment should be 
commended. As students ourselves, we know how hard it was to adapt. You should all be proud 
of yourselves! 

 

To the parents - even though we kids have most likely driven you mad - you have helped us so 
much. Your love for us and our wellbeing has shined through, doing everything you could to 
make this as easy as possible.  Often allowing extra device time to make sure we communicated 
with our friends!  Thank you so, so much! 

 

This crisis called for new heroes  - each of you.  

 

Thank you from your School Captains, 

Jessie McCarthy and Xabi Lendich 

 

A Message from our 

School Captains 



 

 

Students are back at school and loving learning! 



 

 

WE are so happy to back with our friends 

PRE-PRIMARY 

YEAR 1 



 

 

YEAR 3 



 

 Year 5  & 6  

Students 

Year 5 & 6 students learning their new suffix rule.  

Rule 27:  Put a ‘k’ behind the ‘c’  if a suffix begins with an e, I or y. 

Can you think of words that would use this 

rule? 



 

 

ART 



 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

We’re really excited to have BOOK CLUB running this Term, but it will look a little differ-

ent! It will be a virtual catalogue rather than the printed catalogues you’re used to receiv-

ing. 

 To order from this issue go to: 

Scholastic.com.au/Book-Club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

  

Place your order on LOOP as normal and orders need to be in by:  

18th May 2020 

We will receive your order here to our school like normal. Once your order arrives, we 

will give to your child. 

 If you have any questions or queries, please contact: 

Jane Zupp 

Jane.zupp@education.wa.edu.au 

NO CASH ORDERS THANK YOU 

  

KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS 

Kindergarten enrolments for 2021 are now 

OPEN 

Applications for enrolments can be located on the school website under the enrolment 

tab 

mailto:Jane.zupp@education.wa.edu.au


 

 

School Grounds Closed to the Public 

Please remember that 

Dalkeith Primary School  

play grounds and  

school oval are closed 

to the public until further 

notice and parents and 

visitors are not allowed 

on site until furher  

notice. 

Thank you 

Uniform Shop 

For any urgent orders please com-

plete the order form on the website 

and email to 

dalkeith.ps@education.wa.edu.au.  

Once your order is filled you will be 

notified and it can be collected from 

the front office during normal school 

hours.  



 

 

 

COMPASS UPDATE 



 

 



 

 

P & C Uniform Shop 

Open Wednesday’s  8.15am – 9.00am 
(Week 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10) 

 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________ Year: _______ Room: __________  
 
Parent Name: ___________________________________ Contact: ______________________  
 
Order:   Please circle - collect from shop Wednesday morning /deliver to classroom  
 
Payment:  Credit Card: ______ / ______ / _______ / _______ Expiry ____ / _____  

Or cheque made payable DPS P&C Uniform Shop 
Please place completed order in box located at the front office  

 
UNIFORM ITEMS 

SIZE 
4,6,8,10, 
12,14,16 

 
COST $ 

 
# OF 

ITEMS 

 
TOTALS $ 

SUMMER     

Summer Dress        (sizes 4-8)     65.00   

Summer Dress        (size 10-16)  70.00   

White Blouse  25.00   

Garnet Polo Shirt  35.00   

Grey Shorts  30.00   

White Socks              S,M,L  7.00/3 for 20.00   

Bloomers (2 pack)  15.00   

WINTER     

Winter Pinafore      (size 4-14)   65.00   

Winter Skirt             (size 10 -16)  65.00   

White Blouse  25.00   

Garnet Polo Shirt  35.00   

Fleecy Track Pant    (size 4-10)  35.00   

Fleecy Zip Jumper  50.00   

Grey Shorts  30.00   

White Socks             S,M,L  7.00/ 3 for 20   

Navy Tights              S,M,L   12.00   

Bloomers (2 pack)  15.00   

ALL YEAR ROUND     
White Polo Shirt (sport)  35.00   
Garnet Short (sport)  30.00   
House Polo (Friday) 
Court  Jarrah  Banksia 

 30.00   

Sports Socks           S,M,L  15.00 for 2 pairs   
Football Socks        9-2 or 2-7  15.00   
Hat                           S,M,L  20.00   
Art Smock               S,M,L  20.00   
Rain Jacket  30.00   
Scrunchie  3.00   

BAGS     
School Backpack  55.00   
Reader Bag  15.00   
Excursion Bag  20.00   

Duffle Bag  20.00   

Chair Bag  20.00   

Library Bag – Blue, Lime, 
Purple, Pink, Teal (please circle) 

 15.00   

TOTAL    $ 

Shoes: Summer – blue sandals, or all black school shoes, or all black sneakers. 
Winter – all black school shoes, or all black sneakers.  Sports sneakers on Sport Days only 


