
 

 

Newsletter 

9 April  2020      Message from the Principal 

COMING EVENTS 

   Dear Parents and Carers 

If you were to tell me at the start of the term 
that in two months’ time education would 

look like it does at present, I would have 

wondered what planet you are from. 
However, this is where we find ourselves and 

every day we are dealing with ongoing 

challenges and the ‘curve balls’ that are 
coming our way. As a school, I am proud of 

the way we, students, parents and staff, are 

handling the situation and keeping as 
positive as can be expected.  

So, what can we expect in Term 2? Firstly, we 

do not have an indication of how long 

education will look like this as it is directly 
related to the spread of COVID-19 in WA. 

Therefore, it is possible that how we start 

Term 2 will change / evolve in response to 
the broader issue. We are planning to deliver 

the curriculum for the start of Term 2 online 

using Seesaw. Our school webpage and 
Compass will be our parent communication 

tool. 

We understand that for most families, 
replicating a school day at home is going to 

be impossible. In fact, I would caution you in 

attempting to do this as while your children 
are at school they have a range of other 

stimulus and events that breaks the routine 

that you will not have access to at home (i.e. 
friends, group work experiences, class 

discussions, and in normal circumstances 

outside of school commitments). And, for 
many, you are working from home and 

balancing a range of other duties. Many 

families who home school say that asking 
children to focus intensely for six hours (a 

school day) is impossible and not necessary 

to get through the curriculum.  

An article in the Sydney Morning Herald 
made some excellent points regarding 

education at home, compared to the 

experience in a school setting; Sometimes  

 

you will only complete a small part of the 
day's plan, and that is perfectly fine. For 

primary aged students, literacy and 

numeracy are key focus areas. Those 
parents / carers who are time-poor should 

stick to the basics, and take advantage of the 

mornings, when children were most alert. 
Global educational expert, Professor Pasi 

Sahlberg (ex-CEO of Finland education) 

suggests that this might be a nice time to 
play with your children more.  

We understand that for children with special 

needs, the challenges may be more complex 

and challenging. Our staff have been putting 
work packages together for these children. 

 The whole Dalkeith team has swung into 

action and is responding to what is being 
asked of them, and more. This includes all 

staff—the front office team, deputies, 

teachers, education assistants, gardener and 
cleaners. Over the holidays we will have 

some building upgrades including the 

verandahs and PP decking area. 

Next term Sue Pekin will be returning as her 

LSL has been cancelled as her travel plans 

did not eventuate as planned. I will be 
working as a support Principal for schools in 

remote and rural areas as they are very 

isolated and many are staffed with new 
graduates and Principals. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed being at Dalkeith and working with 

this professional, collaborative and hard 
working staff. I am sure it will be a very 

different autumn break to what you were 

expecting. Dalkeith Primary staff are thinking 
of you at this time and wish you a very happy 

Easter.  

Felicity Dear AM 

 

Thursday 9 April 

Last day of Term 1 

 

Friday 10 April 

Easter Friday 

 

Monday 13 April 

Easter Monday 

 

Tuesday 28 April 

Term 2 commences 

 

Happy Easter everyone. This 

newsletter has a chocolate 

bunny hidden in every page! 

Can you find him?  



 

 

Your Teachers Working Hard 

All our fabulous Dalkeith PS 

teachers are working extremely 

hard to get everything ready for 

the start of Term 2. Ms Iannello 

working together with Mrs 

Prosser over the phone, fantastic 

team work.  



 

 

Remote Learning 

Remote Learning - Term 2 
  
Thank you for participating in the recent trials of connected learning over the past few weeks. 
A more structured school schedule will be starting Tuesday 28th April. The Department of Ed-
ucation’s Remote Learning Philosophy is:  Students connected to their schools . Teachers con-
nected to their students. Schools connected to their communities. 
  
Dalkeith Primary School believes effective learning depends on good relationships between 
teachers, students and their communities. Connectedness to teachers and peers is important 
not only for learning, but also social and emotional development, and mental health and well-
being. Education at a distance brings new challenges for these relationships, but maintaining 
them is all the more important in the context of COVID-19. 
  
Connected learning will be delivered through the Seesaw app including all specialist teachers. 
Teachers will be emailing and posting a weekly timetable for all families so that it is clear as to 
what is expected and when it is to be completed. To balance screen time, teachers will be 
providing a variety of online and offline tasks. Teachers will be connecting with students on a 
weekly basis through Seesaw. 
  
In preparation for the connected learning platform next term please ensure you have station-
ary, workbooks from school and an iPad device. Any additional items you may need your 
teachers will let you know at the beginning of the term. For guidance on setting up your at 
home learning see here and for troubleshooting please refer to the Dalkeith Primary School 
website. A large bank of resources have been provided to assist you as well as the Connected 
Learning Communication guide. 
  
During this confusing and difficult time please look after each other. Remember you do not 
have to be the perfect teacher for your child at home and as a teaching staff we encourage 
you to remember relationships over educational outcomes every time. As a community we 
have never experienced anything like this before so please remember we are all in it togeth-
er. Your mental health and your relationship with your child is more important than strictly 
completing every assigned activity and following each teacher suggestion. Please remember 
we are always here to help! 
  
As an admin team we want to take this time to thank our community for all your support as 
teachers have prepared for connected learning. The emails and messages that we have re-
ceived have buoyed our spirits and got us through each day. The coffees and treats certainly 
helped too. 
  
We also want to acknowledge our staff for the amazing work and incredible resilience that 
they have demonstrated over the past few weeks. All staff have had a month of intense train-
ing and curriculum planning and have more than risen to the challenge. The front office and 
EA’s have been an incredible support for all our students and teachers, as well as working 
hard to make and provide resources for all our special needs students. The admin team are 
so impressed with our amazing staff! 
  
The verandah has lost its sparkle without you all and we can’t wait until we see you again. We 
miss your smiles, hugs and spirit. 
  
In the words of Nicole and Sarah…see you on the other side! 

 

Note: 

Zoom—At this time we will not be using Zoom for video conferencing however 

we will still be connecting with students using other online platforms such as 

personalised videos. 

https://www.education.wa.edu.au/learning-at-home/learning-environment
https://dalkeithps.wa.edu.au/remote-learning/


 

 

School Grounds Closed to the Public 

Please remember that 

Dalkeith Primary 

School  play grounds 

and  school oval are 

closed to the public 

until further notice.  

Thank you 

 

 

Uniform Shop 

For any urgent orders please com-

plete the order form on the web-

site and email to 

dalkeith.ps@education.wa.edu.au. 

Once your order is filled you will 

be notified and it can be collected 

from the front office during nor-

mal school hours.  



 

 

   Thank you 

We would like to say a huge thank you to the wonderful parents who sup-

plied our staff with much needed coffee and snacks for morning tea. We 

truly appreciated all the effort you went to and the kindness and under-

standing  you have showed all of our staff members. You certainly did 

brighten up our day!  

We also have been extremely lucky to have had a beautiful lunch provided 

for all staff members yesterday. Thank you so much to Kirsten and the 

Lunchbox for your generosity and thank you also goes to Tash and her 

Mum for some lovely fried rice. We really do appreciated all the wonderful 

support everyone has shown towards our staff over the last few weeks.  



 

 

Dalkeith Primary School 

Learning From Home 

Ben Mc has done a  

fantastic job of  

recreating Room 13 

with his Lego. Well 

done! 

Harvey and Monty K are 

also doing a fantastic job 

learning at home, keep 

up the great work boys!   

A lovely message for every-
one from our students and 
staff at Dalkeith Primary 
School.  

 



 

 
 

Buddies Pizza and Treasure Hunt  

 

Tuesday 10th March was an afternoon we looked forward to. Our Year 6 Buddies were vis-
iting us for pizza lunch. We had placed our order for Hawaiian or Margherita pizza, and 
awaited, watching the clock tick to 1:10pm, for the start of lunch. 

 

Our buddies finally arrived at our classroom and we moved onto the grassed area outside 
the office to share pizza and spend secluded time with our buddies. As this doesn’t hap-
pen much at DPS, we thoroughly enjoyed the chance to eat pizza in the company of our 
2020 buddies.  

 

We then moved out to play with our buddies. Our lunchtime finished, we then began the 
treasure hunt. We had to solve 5 word and number puzzles to find out who our 2020 
treasure champs were going to be. 

 

Thank you to Karen Then for initiating and coordinating this wonderful event, Nicole Zilko 
and Katie Lightfoot (Year One parent reps) and all other parents who came along to help. 
Thank you to those parents who joined us to meet our lovely buddies and help with the 
cleaning up. 

 

Words from the students ... 

 

Pizza at school was really delicious! 

It was the best day at school, EVER! 



 

 
 

Holiday Activities 



 

 

We would love to see what you have been up to during the holiday 
break.  Get Mum or Dad to print out the mindful colouring pages and 
send us your finished picture. 

 

How about joining in on the “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt” but instead of 
putting a bear in the window draw, colour or paint a wonderful rainbow  
for people to spot and see while out walking or riding their bikes.   

 


